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The Mirror Revealing the Beauty and ugly of National Character

comparative study of “The True story of Ah Q” and “Biancheng Town”

LIU Yu-fang,LI Yan-jun
(Periodicals Department, Nanhua Univercity, Hengyang 421001, China)

Abstract: As the literature giants of 1920s and 1930s,Luxun and Shen chongwen’s writings are concerned with the
reformation of national character. In The True Story of Ah Q, Luxun focused on revealing the ugly, pushed the core
proposition of didacticism,“the critism of national character”, to the peak and portrayed the classic image of Ah Q with the
symbol of spiritual victory and slavery conciousness. While in Biancheng Town,Shen chongwen praised the sacredness of
life,focused on revealing the beauty and paid attention to exploring and showing the traditional virtue and natural
humanity of villagers with love and beanty as his eternal life subject. Both novels embodied their similar ideal for
analyzing national character and reforming national classics. The paper compared from three aspects: the different show of
the ugly and beauty of humanity, social environment, the different show of the ugly and the harmonious beauty of nature,
folkways,the show of national character with different national characteristics.
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